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Amendments tft the Claims 

This Usting of claims IB «P*« -1 P*or vemons, and to of Cairns in Ac 
application: 

r fatin g of Claims 

1. (Previously Presented) A catheter braid formed from at least two continuous wires 
woven together, the catheter braid comprising: 

a proximal braid section in which each of the continuous wires has a proxtmal cross- 

sectional area; and 

a distal braid section in which each of the corpus wi.es has a duaal cross-secnoml 

^ whercill each continuous wire eaTerrds duough dre proatma. braid sechon and drrough dre 
disul bmid section, and for each continuous wire, rhe M cross-sectional area of sard 
continuous wire is less rhan .he proximal cross-sectional area of said continuous wtre. 

2 (Pwviously Presented) The catheter braid of claim 1, whereto e** of me a. least mo 
oonmmoo. wires has a proximal portion corresponding ro the proximo braid section and a drsral 
portion corresponding to the dislal braid section. 

3-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The catheter braid of claim I, wherein the distal cross-sectional area is about 
one-third less than the proximal cross-sectional area. 

7 (Original) The catheter braid of claim 2, wherein the wire has a round cross-sectional 
area with the proximal portion of the wire having a diameter of about 1.5 milUmeters and the 
distal portion of the wire having a diameter of about 1.0 millimeters. 

8. (Original) The catheter braid of claim 1. wherein each of the contmuous wires 
comprises stainless steel 
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9. (Canceled) 

!0. (Previously Presented) A catheter having a distal end and a proximal end, the catheter 
having a distal region proximate the distal end, the catheter comprising: 

an inner layer extending from the distal end to the proximal end; and 

a reinforcing braid layer disposed over the inner layer, the braid layer formed from at 
least two continuous wires woven together, the braid layer compnsing a proximal braid secuon 
in which each of the continuous wires has a proximal cross-sectiona) area, and a dmal braid 
section in which each of the continuous wires has a distal cross-sectional area; 

wherein each continuous wire extends through the proximal braid secuon and through the 
distal braid section, and the distal cross-sectional area of each of the continuous wires is less than 
the proximal cross-sectional area of each of the continuous wires. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Original) The catheter of claim 10, further comprising an outer layer disposed over 
the reinforcing braid layer. 

13-16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The catheter of claim 10, wherein the distal cross-sectional 
area is about one-third less than the proximal cross-sectional area. 

18 (Previously Presented) The catheter of claim 10, wherein the wire has a round cross- 
sectional area with the proximal portion of the wire having a diameter of about 1.5 nulhmeters 
and the distal portion of the wire having a diameter of about 1 .0 millimeters. 

19-25. (Canceled) 



Page 3 of 6 



PAGE 4/7 * RCVD AT 8/10/2006 6:07:25 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3i17 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:+6123599349 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-58 



